FIRST 


DAI 


Tuesday, 18th December, 1945* 

The order c evening the Court and t e charge sheet are laid before the Court. 
The Accused, are brought before the Court. 

The Prosecutor is Major W.St.J.C. TAYT.KUR, BA, I/';gal Staff, Headquarters lines 
of Communication. 

The Deff tiding Officer is Major J.W. STOKE, 49 Recce Regiment (Solicitor). 

At 1030 hours the trial commences. 

The order convening the Court is read, signed by the President and attached to 
the proceedings. 

The President and Members are duly 3worn. 

The following officers under instruction ere duly sworn : 

Major G-.V. Cooke, 7 RWF. 

Major B.M. McDermott, 1 E.Lancs. 

Major R.F, Murphy, RA. 

Major D.S. McNeill, RA. 

Captain E.P. Woods, 2 Welsh Gds. 

Captain Eh . West, RA. 

Captain R.F. Gebbie , 4/7 R. Dragoon Gds. 

THE PRESIDENT : Lieutenant Nygh, will you tell the Accused tliat it is proposed 
to employ SS Sanders as an independent expert shorthand writer and will you 
ask each of then in turn if he has any objection. 

Ti£E INTERPRETER: They all say t ey have no objection. 

S/1809493 SSI P. Sanders, RISC, is duly sworn as shorthand writer. 

THE ffiNSIDEiri: Lieutenant Nygh, will you tell the Accused that it is proposed 
to employ you as an independent interpreter and will you ask each of them in 
turn if he has any objection. 

THE INTEEEHETER: T :ey all say they have no objection. 

THE PRESIDE!® : Will you tell the Accused that it is also proposed to employ 
Serjeant finders and Serjeant Latnmertsee as independent interpreters and will 
you ask each of them in turn if he has any object'on to either of them. 

TIE INTERPRETER: They all say they have'no objection. 

# 

Second-Lieutenant H. Nygh, Serjeant A.J. Enders and Serjeant T.H. laiomertsee, 
all of the Interpreters Pool, ere duly sworn as interpreters. 

The charge sheet is marked '’Z 1 ', signed by the President and attached to the 
proceedings, 

THE ERESUHSNT; Erich Heyer, is that your correct name ? 

THE ACCUSED HETER: Yes. 

TlUiJ PRESIDENT: Peter* Koenen, is that your correct name ? 

TiJB ACCUSED KOENEN: Yes. 


THE PRESIDENT: Johann Dras.choss, - is that your correct name ? 


T„_E ACCUSED BRA Wf SS: Yes. 
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(jt jy PRESIDENT: Karl Kaufer, is that your correct na; ie ? 


THE ACCUSED KAUFER: Yes. 

TiD BJilSIDETff: Frans Hortung, is that y ur correct name ? 


THE ACCUSED HARTUNG: Yes. 

Ti.E FRUSI EEC: Hugo Boddenberg, is that your correct name ? 
THE ACCUSED BOEBENHERGt Yes. 

TIffi PRESIDENT: Are yr u all German civilians ? 


(A11 the Accused reply "Ye3".) 

T,iE FRESH® IT: Are you in the charge of No*4 Civilian Internment Camp, 

Recklinghausen, pursuant to Regulation 4 of the Regulations for the trial 

of War Criminals ? 

m 

(All the Accused reply “Yes".) 


The PRESIDE4’: You ore all jointly charged on a charge sheet containing one 

charge. * You ere charged with committing a war crime in that you at Essen-West 
on the Ipth December 1944 in violation of the laws and usages of war were, 
with Unteroffizier Nelges, Hans Braschoss, Franz Kircher, Paul Tewes and. 
other persons unknown, concerned in the killing of three unidentified Britisn 
airmen, prisoners of war. That charge sheet is signed by tne officer in whose 
custody you are. Erich Heyer, are you guilty or not guilty of the charge 
against you which you have heard read ? 

TliE ACCUSED HEYER: Not guilty. 

T.JS PRESIDENT: Pe ter Koenen, are you guilty or not } uilty of the charge 
against you which you have beard read ? 

THE ACCUSED KOENEN: Not guilty. 


THE JPRESIDENT: Joliann Braschoss, are you guilt, or not 
against you which you have Heard read ? 


: uilty of the charge 


THE ACCUSED BRASGHQ3S: No, I am not guilty. 


THE PRESIDENT: Karl Kaufer, are ycu guilty or not guilty of the charge 
against you which you have heard read ? 

THE ACCUSED KAUFER: I am not guilty. 

T133 HffiSIDSNT: Franz Hortung, are you guilty or not uilty of the charge 
against you which you have heard read ? 


TiIE ACCUSED HARTUNG: I am not guilty. 

TliE PRESIDENT: Hugo Boddenberg, are you guilty or not y uilty of the charge 
against you v/hich you have head’d read ? 

THE ACCUSED DCDDEilBERG: I an not uilty concerning the killing of three 
British airmen, 

THE HiESIEElif: That is a plea of not guilty. 

THE ACCUSED BCDDEHTERG: Not - uilty. 

THE FiiESIEENT: Erich Sambpl, arc you guilty or not uilty of the charge 
against you which you have heard read ? 
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THE ACCUSED SAHBOL: Not guilty. 































£tJ2 PRESIDE"! (to the interpreter ': Will you ask each of the Accused tiiis 
question end ask them to answer it in turn: Do you wish to apply for an 
adjournment on tie ground that any of the regulations relating to trial have 
not been conylied with, or on the ground that you have not had sufficient 
opportunity and time to prepare your defence ? 

(All the Accused reply "No",) 

T^iE PRjji3IDj!/'!T: J>>j, 7 cr S^one, on are quite satisfied shout that, are you ? 

3AJOR STONE: Yes. 

IAJOP TAYLEtIR: 1‘sy it please you, Sir, and the members of the Court. I appear 
to prosecute in this case and the sev n Accused are represented by my learned 

friend 3 a jor Stone, who is an English lawyer, 

% 

Tnc charge lias been read out to which the seven Accused have pleaded 
not u. It. The wording if tiie charge alleges that they were concerned in 
,iie killing^of tnree Britisn airmen. That s the v/ording of the charge under 
the Regulations relating to the lews and usages of war; but for the purposes 
of this trial I shall invite the Court to tshe the view that this is a charge 
of murder and of nothing else than murder. The allegation will be that all 
these seven Germans in the dock are guilty either as an accessory before the 
fact or as principals in the murder of three British airmen. 

4 

T ie facts out of which this case arose took place almost exactly a 
year ago, on the morning of the 13th December, 19h4. On the night of the 
12/13 December there was a big RAF raid on Essen and a number of aircraft 
were shot down, and amongst the airmen who were taken prisoners were the 
three victims in the present case. 

The evirenoe as to what their initial treatment was is somewhat 
sketchy, but all the evidence that there is goes to s3inw that while they *- 

x/t re in ^ e b®nds of the German police who first took them into custody there 
was nothing in their treatment to which anyone could take any exception. 

You will hear that somewhere between 8 and 10 o'clock on the morning 
of the 13 th they we e handed over by the police to the custody of the military 
nwt which was in occupation of the barracks in Hulheimerstrasse, and that 

unit Wf s commanded by tie first Accused, who was then Hauptmann Heyer, a csptair 
in the German Army. 1 

Yu will Air idler near that the news that these three prisoners had 
been taken had got around the town like void fire and that outside these 
barracks there was e considerable crowd of Germans, highly excited and 
incensed at tiie damage which had been done to Essen during the raid. 

the tvidenee that will be called before you will show that these 
three airmen were placed by Hauptmann Heyer under comma nd of en escort 
consisting of one under- rffleer end two or possibly three private soldiers 
to escort then to the airfield at Mulheim, which was the normal procedure 

when p;isoners were taken; they were handed over to the nearest Luftwaffe 
unit for interrogation. 

j m ^ uf; ovidence will show you that Hauptmann Heyer rave :i instructions to 

.this escort that they should take the prisoners by‘a roundabout way to the 

airfield to avoid tliera being molested by the crowd; but, while on the face of 

it those orders wore ones to which no exception could be taken, the submission 

oi tlie Put .on is that those orders wore given out to trie escort by 

Hauptmann Heyer from the steps of the barracks in a loud voice so that the 

whole of t ; e crowd could .hear and would know exactly what was gnincf to take 
place. <J 

You will further hear evidence that Hauptmann Iieyer had ordered the 
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escort that they v;ere not to interfere in any 7/ay with the crowd if they 
sin uld molest the prisoners* Further evidence will be oellefl before you 
that not e ntent with those orders, Hauptmann Keyer folio - <ed the crowd after 
t ie escort end the crowd moved off for a matter of some hundred yards end 
shouted out incitement to the crowd in words ouch as: "These are the dogs that 
hove killed your wives end children; kill them”. 

Evidence will also be brought be+'ore you from German witnesses to the 
eff. ct that prior to this incident Heyer had made remarks to the effect that 
these three airmen ought to be killed. 

From t iat point Heyer goes out of tie picture, because so far as all 
the evidence goes to show he was not present when the actual murder of these 
three airmen took piece, end the Prosecution will not ask you to say that he was 

In my submission in low a man who incites people to commit a murder, 
if that murder is subsequently carried out, is guilty as a principal in that 
he is an accessory before the fact; he hrs brought about that murder and as 
such he is as guilty as any of the people whose hands actually did the deed. 

In riy submission Heyer is as 'iiilty as anyone else of this murder. 

Bussing on from the point where Hauptmann Heyer leaves the picture, 
you will hear that this cavalcade marched off down the Uulhei erstrasse and 
that as they went along the crowd around grew bigger and bigger and started 
hitting them end throwing sticks and .stones at them. You will hear evidence 
that an unknown corporal in tno German anti-aircraft wing actually fired a 
revolver at one of the airmen, who is identified as a serjeant, end wounded 
him in the head, and that the ser.jeant took out a bandage and put it round his 
head, and he will subsequently be identified in the story by this bandage. 

You will hear that the party moved on in those circumstances until 
tkey come to the Wickenburg bridge, which is about a third of a mile from the 
barracks. Apparently as they reached the bridge somebody - it is by no means 
clear from the evidence who, but the evidence rafcher suggests that it was the 
Unteroffizicr in ciiarge of the escort, named Nelges, who is mentioned in the 
charge but who is not before the Court - suggested that these three airmen 
should be thrown over the bridge. 

I shall invite the Court at some stage, if it seems fit to them, to 
go end inspect this bridge, because I feel it will enable them to get a better, 
mental picture of the whole proceedings. To describe it briefly, it is a 
bridge which goes over a narrow fairly faat-flowing stream in a culvert and 
also over a railway line a little further on. The height of the bridge varies, 
the maximum being some 70 to 80 feet. 

You will hear that when they got to the bridge the crowd set on these 
three airmen and attacked them, and that during this period, although there is 
no evidence that the escort actually laid hands on them, as the crowd were 
attackin' them the rscort covered them with their rifles to prevent them from 
making any irtovet©nt in escape or self-defence; and you will hear that first 
one of the airmen was thrown over the parapet of the bridge on the right-hand 
si-e o id then a second airman was thrown over. The third airman, the sergeant 
who li d previously been wounded, ran to make a ;et-away. He got nearly 
across the bridge but was chased b some Germans, including me on a bicycle, 
and he was dragged beck to the parapft of the bridge. You will hear that he 
then produced fromids wallet a r.hot. graph of his wife and children end begged 
them for Ids life for their sake; but this had no effect, and he was in turn 
thrown over on the other side of the brid e; two of the airmen were thrown over 
1 n he right-hand side and one, the sergeant, on the left. 

The evidence shows that one of the airmen was killed by the fall but 

that the other two were not dead when they landed, and the evidence which will 

be colled before you will show that a number of shots were fired at them from 
the bridge and also that .lumbers of the crowd then went down below the bridge 

and some of then enquired if one was dead, and on his saying "No" they 

proceeded to beat and kick him to death. The bodies were finally stripped and 
robbed of anything of value on tuem and were thrown into the stream. 
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That, vary briefly, is the story of this incident. 

So far as the individual Accused are concerned, I have already 
dealt with the part of Erich Heyer, Y/ith regal’d to the second Accused, 

Peter Koeuen, he was a ismber of the Amy escort which brought these three 
airman to the bridge, and, while there is no evidence that he individually 
touched any of these airrne », in my submission the evidence that he was a 
a-mber of tins escort who took no part whatever to protect these airmen and 
actually covered them with his rifle while they were being lynched by this 
crowd shows that he is ocjually responsible with th- rest. 

r * 

Y/ith regard to tile cither five Hocused, evidence will 01 brought 
before you that each oue of those individually had some hand in this under¬ 
taking, whether it was striking, kicking or, in two cases, actually helping 
in throwing one of the airmen over the bridge. 

X do not wish to go in any great length into the evidence an this 
stage. It will be brought before you in fairly considerable volume, and it 
is not for me at this stage to i dicate what weight you should puo on it or 
the strength of the case against each individual Accused. 

There are two further observations I should like to make. This 
case is somewhat unlike any previous Y/ar Grime trial that nas taken place 
yet for this very significant reason. In the other cases ox whioh no^doub$ 
you have heard through the publicity, the case at Belsen and so on, the 
accused have all been members of some organisation, the S.3., the Gestapo^or 
something like that. In this particular case the Accused are a cro: s-section 
of the ordinary inhabitants of this town: an Array officer, an Array private 
soldi jr, a carpenter, a factory worker, a miner - ordinary German people. 


s 


This crime, in the submission of the Prosecution., is what i 
vulgarly known as a mass lynching,. In such a case it is, of cour^-, very 
difficult to say who is the ringleader and to apportion blame. In my 
submission if a crowd together are responsible for the killing of three men 
in circumstances in which, if one member of the crowd did it, it would amount 
to murder, then v/hether the contribution to t'.ie sue murder by each individual 
is large or small, each one who has taken any part in it, provided you are 
satisfied that he did personally intentionally participate in the lynching 
of these three men, even if all he did was to prevent them from escaping, 
to strike them or to rick then, or whether he actually fired a shot at chem 
or helped to throw then over tile parapet, is as guilty of murder as anybody 

else who t.ook part in it. 



■* 

finally, looking at these Accused in the dock now, they do not look 
particularly frightening or particularly aggressive; they look rather 
cowed, you may thin]:, '/hen you consider this case consider the evidence 
and also consider how they must have looked as members of a large crowd oo 
the eyes of those three airmen who were thrown over the bridge on that day. 

I am not asking you to bring any senti >ent or feelings into this 
matter, I am asking you to judge this case on the evidence and on the evidence 
alone, and I know that these men will obtain every bit as fair a trial as if 
they were British soldiers or civilians on a similar c:large. The prosecution 
has to orove its case beyond reasonable doubt. T!ie Prosecution accepts that 
burden and claims tiiat it will fulfil it. I no "!ot tnink I nied say anything 
further. The evLden.ee will be orougnt out to you, and I ^>liali now y u .-u^d 

to call it. 


THE LIGAL ILI.tBERi Before you do so. Major Tayleur, perhaps you could elucidate 
oils or two points. This is not a trial under strictly English law. Pou 
have used the word "murder" several times. Murder, as we know, is the 
killing of a person under the King’s Peaoe. Strictly speaking, the charge 
here is not murder; but I take it that you are not using the word in the 
strict legal sense bub in the popular sense ? 


6 





PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/9caae5/ 





























I AJCi TAYLEUR: Tliat is so. .-/hat I am suggesting t o the Court is that if X 
prove to you facts which in an English Court would justify that Court under 
English lew in convicting these men of imrrder, then I will have proved the 
necessary facts to justify you convicting them of this charge. 

THE LEGAL I*a HER: As long as everybody realises what is meant by the word 
"murder* 1 for the purposes of this trial, J do not think there is any 
difficulty. 


~ AJCK TAYLEUR: The reason why X used that word is that the words 11 concerned 
in the killing" are apt to sound a little loose in the minds of some people, 
because there are certain circumstanees in which killing s.iay not be a crime. 
I know that that was a point which was in the mind of the Defending 
Officer, and therefore I wanted to make the position of the Prosecution 
quite clear. X am not in any way wishing to improve on or criticise the 
,/ording of the charge, but X wish to make the position of the Prosecution 
quite clear by saying that had this charge talien place under English law 
it would have been a clarge of murder, and it is on that footing within 
the Regulations that I proxnose to present the case. 


THE LEG-i.L 1122X25: Y/e have also been using words like "accessory before the 
fact"and so on which are applicable to English law and to felonies. Again 
j see no ooj ction to that, as long as we know exactly what we are taiming 
about. Y/e are using the words almost in inverted commas as analogies to 
English law. Are you clear about that, Major Stone ? 


• AJOI STOPS: Yes, X am suite satisfied. 


AJGR TAYLEUR: I will drop the English law analogy and refer to the exact 

facts on whioh X am relying. 

- 

MARTIN Y/EISE is called in, and, having been duly sworn, 
is examined by Lla jor TAYLEUR through the interpreter 
as follows :- 


THE PRESIDENT; Major Stone, I do not myself speak German nor do I understand 
it, but I believe the UCO sitting next to you (Serjeant Enders, speaks the 
language, does lie not ? 

# 

MAJOR STORE: Yes. 



PHESIDEHT: If you are at all worried about any interpreting please do 
not hesitate to let me mow. 


MAJOR TAYLEUR: ./hat is your full name ? A. Martin V/eise, 

3 Are you a member of the German police in Essen ? A, Yes. 

3 7/ore you employed as a policeman in Essen on the 1 pth Dece iber 1 Q JjJ, ? 
A. Yes, 


J <7ere any British prisoners brought into your existody on that date ? 

A. Yes, three prisoners. 

§ 

i To what branch of the Porces did those x>risoners belong, Arjuy, Navy or 
Air Force ? A. They were airmen. 

j "./here were those airmen taken ? A. They have been brought to the 
XDolice office by civilians. 


^ Kov long did they stay at the police office ? A. I was not theie, so I 
cannot say when they were brought in and when they were brought away, 

Q Did you see them at the police office ? A. I have seen only one man. 

) What became of the prisoners after they left the police office ? 

A. They have been given to the Landeschutza battalion by the nolice. 
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i .tore was tha headquarters of the Landaschutze battalion ? 


1 !ii L JjAL aJ 3,IBBR: Interpreter, do not ask tha witness nuastions; just translate 
vhat the Prosecutor or the Defending Officer asks mi t*ien repeat the answer. 
It aoss not matter to you whether it makes sense or not; that will be cleared 
up later. You are just a mouthpiece to translate. 

/IBfiiSSi 1 no headquarters of tue battalion were in the school, in the same 
school as the police office, 

' AJOR TAYLEtR: In what street ? A. In i 'ulheinerstrasse. 

- y° a -"now Hauptmann Abel ? A. Yes; he was the president of this po lice 
office, 

jf 

TIE KIES ID El T: Is that the correct interpretation ? 


AJGR TAYLEUH: I imagine it is a sort of chief inspector, or officer in charge 
(To the v/it ness): Do you know a Hauptmann Heyer ? ° 

a. Yes, i have seen lun, but I have seen him only one time. 


r ) you recognise hU.i in Court today ? A. Y 

l Will you point him out ? A. The first nan in 
Accused Heyer). 


k S * 


the dock (indicating the 


j Did you near any conversation between Hauptmann Abel and Hauptmann Haver about 
these three British airmen ? A. Yes. 


Q 


Vi II you repeat to o!t© Court as closely as you can the words of that 
conversation ? A. Captain Heyer cane over the court of the school jbo 
Captain Abel. Three ai men with guards of the Landeschutze battalion were 
there, and Captain Abel came to Captain Heyer, and he said to him the 
lollowing: "viThat must J do with the prisoners ? What is the reason you are 
sending them to me ? They are to be shot.*' 

Q Who said that ? A. Captain Heyer. 

3 What did Captain Abel say to that ? A. Captain Abel said: “I have the 
i-rder to deliver these prisoners to the next Wahrrmcht office". 

Q Where were the prisoners taken ? A. In Essen-West, in the neighbourhood 
of the 13 police office, 

Q After tnat conversation betv/eon the two, who took the custody of the 
prisoners, Abel or Heyer ? A. Captain layer. 

^ As nearly as you can remember, at what time of day did this conversation 
take place ? A. Between 9 o'c3.ock and half past 9 in the morning. 

3 Of the 13th December *? A. The 13 th December, a.m. 

] i/hile i,he airmen were in the custody of the police how were they treated 

A : Th0 y havo been treated very well; Captain Abel has offered them even a’ 

cigarette. The flying officer coming first to the office had lost ore of 

his shoes. After that the wife of Captain Abel offered one shoe to thi 
flying officer. 


3 


Q 


0 

*& 


After the tliree airman were handed over to Hauptmann Heyer at 9.30 did ^ ou 

see them again ? A. Captain Heyer has returned his prisoners to the school 
and I have not seen any more* 

Do you know what thJ ranks of the th *ee piiooners were ? 

A. I have heard that these men were a serjeant, a second lieutenant and a 
lieutenant. 
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JAJOR TAILHOR: I take it that would be pilot officer and flying officer. 


TH? LEGAL US2JBEE; 
might nelp you 


Perliaps if you framed your question in a different way it 
As!: the witness how they were dressed. 



OR TAYL3TE: How were 
and a leather coat. 


they dressed ? 


A. The lieutenant had a fur collar 


) Piet vou see anv badges of rank on him ? A. I have not, 

-V w W 


q Did the one you referred to as a sergeant have any badges of railc ? 

A. I have not seen. 

v 

’lAJCA STCLE: I am quite happy except fear one thing. The witness, according to 
the interpreter, said that Heyer had said to Abel: “They are to be shot", 
which I think is not a strictly accurate translation; what he said means: 
“They should be shot", which I think bears a different interpretation. 


TH] LEGAL I J3-H (to the witness): Do you remember the exact words which 

Heyer used about the prisoners ? A. I do not exactly remember the words 
which were used, but I know more or less. 


^ Tell us as far as you can remember the exact words ? 

A. "What si all I do with the prisoners ? They will be killed." 


IIAJORSTO .k I think he iias said something different now. Last time he said; 
"They should be shot", and tills time he says: "They will be shot’ 1 . 


THS FA da IDS T: II j or Stone, are you happy or not happy about the interpreting 
so far ? 


i.AJOR, AT CITE: Frankly I am not. 


THE PRESIDSiT: Yfould you like to have the interpreter sitti:jg next to you 

(Serjeant Hinders) as an interpreter or would you like application to be made 
to Military Government for another interpreter ? 


ATOR ST Of f: 


I are completely confident in this serjeant who is with me. 


Tl-i ERESIDEi;T: Very well; we will luive him as interpreter. 


Cross-examined by Major STQHE, 

Q Do you recognise anybody else in this dock ? A. No. 

Q yfhen Hauptmann Heyer and Hauptmann Abel had this conversation, was it in the 
hearing of the escort ? A. The escort were there too; there were two 
of the escort. 

Q Can you try and remember the exact words used by Hauptmann Heyer to Hauptmann 
Abel as to the shooting of tne prisoners ? A. Ho. 

I Will you tall us once again as near as you can what Heyer said ? 

A. Hauptmann Heyer came to Hauptmann Abel, he was very excited and he asked 
Hauptmann Abel why he took those prisoners to him, and furthermore he said; 
"'That am I to do with these prisoners ? They will be shot." 


Q Have you any views as to Hauptmann Heyer’s leaning when he said: "They will 
be shot" ? A. I do not know wI ts ther Hauptmann Heyer meant; "They will 
be shot by someone else" or "They will be shot by me*'. 

3 fas that remark ade in a loud voice, a voice capable of being heard by the 
escort ? A. fes, he spoke quite loudly. 


Q yfere there any civilians present v/len the remark was made ? 
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Re-examined "bv I la .1 or TAYIiilTpL, 




Di a you understand from the remark that Hauptmann Heyer meant that they 

deserved to be shot or that they were going t° be shot ? 

. I really do not know whether there is a difference m tne meaning. 


T MHj ppjgsiDSi T* Ka-'-or Stone, in the opinion of the Court and the Legal Ilember, 
aTS A a shorthand ixitar ,e do not think 

•videnoe back to the witness; but if you would li,.e any of it ^ oaa.., o 
any of the Accused would, it will certainly be read back at any time. Ho 

you want the evidence read back now ? 


T T 

I 


AJOR STOICS: Ho, not of this witness. 


(The witness withdraws.) 

Frau KLARA GI33H is called in, and, having been duly sworn, 
is examined byTIajor TAYL.JUR through the interpreter 

* as follows : - 

q Is your name Frau Klara Close ? A. Yes, 

3 Do you live at UU Heimaldabskstrasse, 3ssen-.Vest ? A. Yes. 

3 ;do you re member tie morning of the 13th December 1 Oust about a year ago ? 


A. Yes 


you iii i ful ime r si its. s sg thut 101. ninj^ 
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A. Yes. 


q Did you see 

Tj V 


o How : iany 


any British prisoners in iiulheimerstrasse then ? 4* *es 


A. One. 


q Did you see any more later ? A. Ho* 

ft Would you describe him ? A. Do you mean the Allied soldier ? 
q . yes. A. There were two small ones. 

0 That is what I am asking you. How many were there ? 


Q 


0 


’ A. Three. 

Will you describe them ? A. One was a tall man with a small packet under 
his arm; the other one had a bandage around his head, and the other was 

injured in the aim. 

Vrho were looking after these three airmen ? A. I saw a German soldier first 
end later on another German soldier. 


5 


A. Where I saw them there -..ere hardly 


o 


\7era tln^rc iiiany civilians a. ~b out ? 
any civilians at all* 

Did anyone say anyt Ang to these airmen ? A. A German civilian said to one 
of them; "It is your fault that my wife was killed last night . 


q Did he do anything ? A. He beat nim. 


1 


Did anybody else say anything to him ? A. A Ger.ian officer came up and 
told the civilians; "I give you the right to lynch then . 


^ To lynch who ? 


A. The Allied airmen. 


> Can you describe this German officer ? A. He was of an average height 
but I do not know his,rank, 

Q Do you think you could reoognise him if you saw him again ? 

A. Perhaps by his voice. 































v . TflB m ayt.'KUR* Will the Accused stand up. (All the Accused stand up in the 
liiAJGR T AYLuUR. . esg \. 0an you say whet ter any of these men is the 

dock.) (To the witness). ban/ J the bandage on his head. 

officer concerned ? A. I think cne one 

(indicating the Accused Heyer.) 

_ i 4 M- +v 1 - -t- a They followed the Allied airmen. 

Q What did the people do after that 7 n. mej 

Did the officer go after them too ? A. No. 

a Did you follow the crowd yourself ? A. I .act with a y^ung gul to the 

Schwerinerstrasse and I stopped thoie. 

* r> at hA-a-nT -hha child crying and I went dcwn to 

q' Did you hear any noise ? A. I heard t.ie cniiu * 

the child to quieten it and that is why X stopped, 
o Did you hear any shooting ? 


A. Yes. 


□ 


r\ 

* jbJ 

to 


Did you later go down to the bridge ? A. Yes. 

•.That bridge was that ? A. I had to go across that bridge because I live 


til ire. 




o 

w 


1 


* 

What is the name of the bridge ? A. Heimerdunok Bridge. 

Does the bridge cross a stream and a railway line ? 

•Yhen von went down to the bridge what did you see there ? 

A T S d« to the bridge and I aa. a Ce™an soldier there who told me he 
was not allowed to shoot unless one of those airmen tried to escape. 

q Did you see any of’the airmen ? A. Yes, two of then, 
n where were they ? A. In the river, 

v 

'.■mat were they doing ? A. One of them seemed to be dead and the other one 
tried to swim. 


I i 
v 


Q 


0 

to 


Which one was that ? A. The one with the bandaged head tried to swim. 
What aid the soldier do then ? - A. The soldier shot at him then. 


3 Did he hit him ? A. Yes. 


■2 


3 


0 


□ 


o 


0 


Q 

to 


Did he kill him ? A. I do not know. 

Did he move after he was shot at ? A. ho. 

■Mil the Accused stand up again. (All the Accused stand up in the dock.) 

Do you recognise there the soldier that shot or not ? 

A. No, I did not look at the soldier at all so I would not be able to 

recognise him* 

*! 

Apart from the one with the bandage who you have told us about already do 
y™ recognise any of those Accused ? A. I met Ur. Braschoes at the brrdge 

,,-hich i. to of the Accused ? A. The third from the right (indicating the 
Accused Braschoss), 

Did he speak to you ? A. Yes. 

Was he carrying anything with him ? A. I pointed the little parcel lying 
on the bridge out to him and he told me not to touen it. 

Did he say anything else ? A. He told me: "We are going down the bridge 
to rob the bodies", and I said: "You are not allowed to uo that . 
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0 


R^-e:ammad lay Majo r TAYLSUR. 

* 

\fhen you say that tie officer told this soldier of the Fire Guard th*+ 
ononers could be lynched, was that in a very loud voice ? a, Yes. 

t^ble’hera!' 9 ^ fram hi , ? A. About the distance to the 


TKS ERffima (T: Do you mean to the comer of the table or to where I an ? 
bp to where you are sitting. ± a ” 1 ’ 

THS H13SID3, : T: What is tliat 


} Major 3 toi io — i'ive or six yards ? 


more. 


MAJOR STOiJEi Yes, perhaps a little 

. AJCR TAYLSUR: Could you hear him say it clearly ? 

Q Jera th re a number of other o-ivJH«ir»r. ,«?+u4„ t ■ J 

A. Yes. civiiiano within hearing distance cel- not ? 


A. Yes. 


TiDS LjUSAL 1.23 J i; How old ar 


e you ? A, 


n 


years of age. 


2 Are you married ? A. Yes. 


5 jTmV 'TJ? thrae aimian who “ bodies »«* i" the Stream; is that 


0 


Q 


,/erc they all on one side of the bridge or not ? 

A. x have only seen when the airmen were coming down to the bridge. 
vV'ere the airmen’s bodies all on one «HrU +k- t 

side and son. on the other ? ' , ' V„ '1 I f br *dge or were some on one 

lying the other side of the bridge. * 5 “ ln th,J str3an and one was 


- Idees the bridge cross the stream ? 

i Therefore one side of the bridge c 
stream ? A. I do not understand. 


A. Yes. 


ould be said to be upstream and one down- 


* - r ^ 
; 1 . 


^TDIL.T: were you walking or were you not walking from the direction r,-' 
the police barracks towards the bridge ? A. Yes. aireotion ox 

Vfhen you got to the bridge you saw two men down below on the around «? 

A * 1 saw two of them lying in the water. S ? 

ft 

1? you had your back to the barracks on which side of the brides «... the 

A fhT ^erifl-i - 1 " rl “'l “1 81,33 ot th ® brla 3® “• the left laid side ’ 

sAe™f S-s£eL“ Stre “ an3 they «« »«*.* ala.fi by the 


a 


Q 


a 

LI 


a 


Q 


3 If you were standing on tile brid e with vour bank -;virv. + . T 

km/'Vc a rl , . .. t ^ J oux iacins towards t; 

oarracx^s * A* ifhloh barracks 


la 


and Irtood'S.’Sil ■ ad'tfS^i i*- h 16 b:,a —i£ is a:lso the biid 3 e, 

" uls > anJ iiiS 13 the streaie in which the bodies were l^in E 

police a C™oksh i£ht f f ha brid S° if your back .ms towards the 

P 1 - oa„iaoks . A. The barracks are over there , (indioatinc.) 

Yes, tliat is lightj it is on the ric-ht hand «• jgp, •r™_ j. 
on the right hand side or not ? "a. I only“^w'tuo o? thf ^ 1? 

streaji and one of them was lying „ the ground under the bridgf ^ 

Q uerfi W,n A?°le^! 00uM you sho " t,B Court where those bodies 

1. . j KbjoIDiiS,T: Do you wish to ask anything on that ? 
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AJQR TAYLEUR: No, 


: Ajm S'HO J: Ho. 


(The witness withdraws.) 

* 

i ———— t Sf tt ,\P u ;S is called in, and, havin been duly 
sworn, is examned by I la j or TAYDEUH through the 
interpreter as follows ; 


3 I s your name Heinrich Schafers ? A. Yes 


0 


How old are you ? A, 6l. 


Q J ° yoU live at ^ Richard V/agner Strasse, Essen ? A. Ruhralle 6, Essen 
2 bid y u formerly live at 34 Riclxard Vagner Strasse ? 


A* YJs, 


2 Proui Lc ,ober to Christmas 1944 ware you in the Amy ? A. I was. 

1 .mo was your commanding officer ? A. Hauptmann Ileyer. 

Do you recognise Mm in Court ? A. Xes, there (indicate the Accused Heyer] 

^5SSTS ST a Ka2i 01 ’ lwt ? A - 1 do not tol ™ for osrtain > but ** 

2 Do you renmber the 13 th December of last year ? 

2 Did you see three British airmen as prisoners in your barracks ? 

-i . Y«o, m the scnool, m the canteen. 


0 


Q 


A. Yes, 


3 


r% 


At the barracks in the Hulheimerstrass© ? A. Yes, our company was there. 


(7ere the three prisoners marched off by an escort •> 

A. ; /nen I came from the town I went down to the canteen and I 
prisoners sitting in the cantesn* 


saw thasa three 


□ 

% 


Q 


i/oro t ley taken off later under escort ? A. I went imtH-ain „„ 

ofth? ZZ a0m ***** and 1 ' 1U3t saw thaa bei “- takelcay xn the^reotion 

vmo did the escort consist of ? A. Unteroffiaier Helpss* I could not 
mcognk.se any of tne others because people were crowding about the prisoners, 

Didj ppu find out later the names of the escort ? 
v. It is sathat koenen was there too. 


0 


9 H^Ti^t^tM^e^^eLn) T ' ie tD "***«» 

Hoyer^here f ison ? r %HV h8 T° rt off was Hauptmann 

then for r o irtain lYJf *** Sroosoe aoo^anied 

^ t li care back again. 

' Dia ::au ’- :,tnHnn Heyer speak to any of the civilians ? .A. I did not hear it. 

0 ° you aid“not ! tot , that h ', sp ° ka t0 thao but y«“ aia not hear what he said 
_-L jou did not see him speaking to civilians at alt •? 

t * L Wa LaKt a if^ 0e from the . orowd » the witness stand to the wall 

i^r|, and the civilians were all crowding around the soldiers, so I could 

Hauptmann Heyer saying anything art! I could not hear him either. 

How many civilians were there crowding round the soldier* *> 

A. They cane running up fraa all directions; twenty or thirty. 

2 Were they edited ? A. Yes. 


0 


Q 
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j Yi r hat was the next time that you sav/ the escort ? A, I went down to town, 
and in the evening I came back. 

3 Did you see any of the escort at your mid-day meal ? A. I was not there at 
the mid-day meal. 

3 Do you know hether Koenen got leave directly afterwards or not ? 

A. I do not iciow. 

*- 

* Cross-examined by Major STQHE. 

Did Koenen get a lot of leave then ? A. I do not knew .whether he got leave 
or not; he would probably be the best man to tell you. 

idjp 

(The witness withdraws.) 

FRITZ COIJRADSIIAXIS is called in, and, having been duly sworn, 
is e;;amined by Major TAYLEUA through the interpreter as follows; 

H 

q Is your name Frits Conrad shaus ? A. Yes. 

"5 Are you 1+2 ? A. Yes. 

O Do you live at 60C Y/ickehburgstrasse, Essen-lest 1 A. Yes. 
q Do you remember the morning of the 13th December last year, 1944 ? A.Yes. 

b 0:: that morning were you repairing the roof of your house ? A. Yes. 

+ 

q How far is your house from the YTiokeriburg bridge ? 

A. About 100 metres. 

Q From where you were could you get a clear view of the bridge ? 

A. I was sitting on the roof. 

q Could you get a clear viev/ of the bridge from the roof ? 

A. I only had a good viev/ of the right liand side of the bridge. 

q ‘While you were on the roof did you hear a lot of' noise ? A. Yes. 

q What did you see ? A. I saw three English airmen being thrown over the 

parapet of the bridge. 

q yftiat was the first thing that you saw ? A. That was the first thing I saw. 

Q If ere they all thrown over at exactly the same moment ? A. Ho. 

q Y/heue were the English airmen at the first tine you saw them ? 

A. At tl *3 spot where they had been thrown over the parapet. 

q Pull yourself together and listen to the questions before you answer them. 

Did you sea the airmen before they had reached the bridge or not ? A .Ho. 

q Did you see them before they were thrown over the bridge ? A. Yes. 

> Is it correct that they were actually on the bridge Then you first saw them ? 
A. Yes, I 3 aw them on the bridge. 

% 

q Who was with them on the bridge ? A. Do you mean civilians ? 


Civilians or soldiers ? 


A. I saw one soldier and unteroffizier. 


q How many civilians ? ^. About 30 or 40. 
j Did you hear anything shouted out by anyone ? A. Yes.. 
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Q what was that ? 


A. "Throw them off the "bridge." 


3 './hat did the crowd do then ? A. Then the English airman were thrown dorm 
the bridge. 


l :r e they thrown over one at a time ? A. On the right band side of the 
bridge two were thrown over and on the left hand side one. 

J The guest ion I asked was whether they were thrown over one at a time ? A. Ye 

Apart frun actually throwing them over were they hit or struck at all .by the 
civilians ? A. As far as I could see they were beaten. 

* j* 

3 WiH the Accused stand up, (All the Accused stand up in the dock.) './ill 
you tell the Court if you can identify any of those men as tailing cart in 
the beating or the throwing over of the airmen ? A. h'o. 


g § 


Are you ouite sure ? 


A. Yes. 


j AJOR TAYL'jUEI; I think X must make an application to have this man treated as 
a hostile witness, in view of his answer. 

TIEb IiiGAL '--d j3-dR,; On what grounds ? If the witness doss not say what you want 
hi . to say, tint is no ground for treating him as a hostile witness. 

j'.AJGA TATLdIR: I agree; but when a witness makes a statement which is contrary 
in a material particular to one which has been ftiade before, and narti ciila rly, 
I submit, when that witness is of the same natiomlity as the Accused, it is 
a matter which calls for very strong comment, and I submit that that is a 
ground in this case. 

IfJGAL I i 32R: What have you got to say about it, La; or Stone ? major 
Tayleur has made an application to treat this witness as hostile, which 


tuat he wishes to cross—e;carimie him, 


cans 


1A JOY ST CHE: I do not honestly see that I can object to his doing that. I 
feel thqt in his place I would do the same, if he says Ho 11 when lie said 
“Yes" two or three months ago in a sworn statement. I am not urepared to 
object to his application because I do not think I have any right to. 

~ “• lijhrAlj - - u. kYIi, D■ you wish to make tins formal application now, or do you 

'vish to ask him any other questions in the ordinary method of examination-in 
chief ? 

% 

IIAJ0R TAYLEUR; I should much prefer to avoid this course if X can do so 

consistent with my duties as prosec tor; so if I may I would like to ask a 
f e v/ mo re < ue st i o ns, 


THE PRESIDENT: Very well. 

. AJQH TAYL1UR: Do you know a man named Johann Braschoss ? A. Yes. 

Q Do you see him in Court today ? A. Yes, 

X Do you know a run named Karl Kaufer ? A. Yes. 

* 

'1 Do you see him in Court today ? A, Yes. 

V/ere either nf those two man on the bridge at the time you have bean talking 
to us about ? A. Yes. ' 

Q Did you see them take any part in either beating any of the airman, or throwing 
then over the bridge ? -A. I cannot say for sure. 


1 !hy cannot you say for sure ? A. The form of the bridge is such that I 
could only see things which are breafct high. 
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Q But yuu were up on your roof, were you not ? 

A, Yes, but my house is situated at a decline; it is rather low. 


Q That ware Brasbhofcs and Kaufer doing when you saw them on the bridge ? 

A. After the airmen were thrown over the bridge- 

3 I ant to know before the airmen were thrown over the brid'je ? 

A. I saw Bra sc ho ss going from the left side of the bridge to the right hand 
side, 

1 Y/hat was Kaufer doing ? A. I saw Kaufer after the Allied airmen had been 
tlirown over the bridge, 

1 Did you see him before the Allied airmen were thrown over ? A. No. 

BAJGR TAXLBUR: I must persist in my application, 

THE liSGAL MEMBER: Do you wish to rib ject, 1,1ajor Stone ? 


I.AJOR STONE: No. 

THE HIESIDEIT: The Court will adjourn until 2,15. 

it 

(At 1250 hours the Court is closed, ' 

At 1415 hours the Court re-opens.) 

(The Accused are again brought before the Court.) 

TIE HUJCIDjiUT; The Court allow the application jade by the Prosecutor. 

THE LJGAL ITMBHR (to the interpreter): 'Till you explain this to the Accused, 

‘that the Prosecutor has made an application to the Court to treat this 
witness as hostile and accordingly to cross-examine him, and that application 
ha3 been granted. 


Cross-examin ed by Major TAYThHIR- 

1 Frits Gonradshaus, do you remember malting a sworn statement to a British 
officer in July ? A, Yes. 

j After that statement was made was it read over to you in German ? , A.Yes, 


0 
" b 


Did you then sign the statsaent as correct ? A. Yes. 


1 ‘Jill you look at that statement. (Handed.) 
bottom ? A. Yes. 


Is that your signature at the 


3 Would you agree that your memory about these events would be more likely to 
be accurate in July than it is now ? A. Yes. 

-IAJQR TAYL AE: I have the original German statement hare as well as tte 

English translation, and I think it would be bettor if the interpreter could 
put the passages I want to put to this witness in the exact words of the 
original German statement. (To the witness); X am going to read a passage 
from the statement that you ade on oath in July: "I heard my wife and 

children sh ut and looked up and saw a crowd on the bridge moving about. 

Among this crowd I perceived three Allied soldiers dressed in blue-grey 
uniform, one German soldier and many civilians. The civilians and also the 
German soldier I saw beating the airmen. I heard from the crowd 0 > 33 .tarnations 

as *Throw them from the bridge 1 , Among the crowd who were fighting 1 saw 

with certainty Brasohoss , Kaufer and Kircher". Is that correct, what you 
said on oath in July ? A. Yes, it is quite according to the things I put 
down in my notebook. (Witness produces notebook.) 

) What does the writing in that notebook consist of ? A. In German. 

3 Jhat is in that notebook ? A. Everyth rig I saw. 


.\y 

% 
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3 When did you record the writing in that book ? 
■;he thing happened on the bridge. 


... ibout a fortnight after 


j Why did you write it down ? 
tried some tiiiie or other. 


A* Because X was sure that the case would be 


Ao' I do not think that is sufficient for me to amply that he iev 

ln f **» that; a fortnight later is a bit tooW 7 

l . 1 ® ’'ill you out the book away. The point is tins; are the 

laots as lead ewer by the interpreter a minute ago correct 1 A. las. 


**r- 


9 **“« that a-aongst the crowd who were on the bridge 

rigming with ohe soldiers were Braschoss and Kaufer ? A. Yes. 


A .Yes. 


* YoU aay 1 r t tvvo " irinen were thrown over one side of the bridge ? 

“ ° f tha br ^S«, looking from IlJulheimerstrasse, was that 9 

... _fc seemed in the direction from my house it was to the right. 

Q IS y ° lir h0Use the 3{ ^ a side <* the bridge as Mulhedmerstrasse ? 

' “-j-s s= > 

* ■ Dld the third airman make any effort to get away ? 


A. Yes. 


A. Yes. 


Q 


Did anyone go after him and bring hi a back ? 

*“ thQ Pla ° a Wh6re hS Waa th ™wn d -n and at that 


snot he 


Q Was that cn the other side of H-h« 1-^-;^^ o . 

the bridge. Se ? A> Zes > on the la « side of . 


A. -Yes, 


Q 

■hP 


3 


.liter that had happened did you cone down fron the roof ? 

Did you make your my to underneath the bridge ? 4 Yes T Wftn+ . 

place where one of the airmen was lying on the left 5 SebrXf " 

Viare there any otter civilians under the bridge 9 a T ™ - 
with an adult, a man, two boys a.d an unteroffi Aer. " Brasohoss 

9 ^ w»e„ I came 

9 Tkz w with tha body ? 

■ytat did they do with the clothes and articles that they took from the 
see^vhat it " oa ? Brasohoss taking southing from the bodv but I aid not 

::: r^;r mteroffizier took a - toh - - >»»• -1 tSi « 

T?r ff. yOU t0 *> ““thing, ./hat was that 7 

^^--P them to ttirow tho bexiy in the water. 


Q 


Q 

u 


0 

* 


L y.i 

i « • A+ ►** # 


0 


Was that what Braschoss asked you to do ? 

Di.d you agree to do so? A. Ho. 

* Braschoss do it himself 9 a ■Rmr. / ,i, A , -j.!. ±. 

A. Braschoss with two youths and an adult 

J Did you then go back on to the brid-a 9 • a ^ 4 - a _ +u a+ T . , 

bridge, ® * *** Aitoi that I went on the 

Q fJoult3 you look down y^or the bridge from the bridge ? A. Yes. 

3 How many bodies did you see from the bridge ? a. Th ee. 
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two "bodies 


ware 


y Whepe w jp0 thsv a i n 

lying to the right . * b ° dy Was to the left 

'\HRiDDiI.T; Do you mean to the loft o J -h 
A * 1° the left of the bridge. “ 1 * * brid se ? 

„ " u *•“ “ ^ toaii °4"^ ater 7 

^ body Ifl'C to the la« ££ ofth^bS^ wV.hoJ'teoKf ^ 

1 re.e any of tlie three bodies wh-i^’i 

right side of tw- w , 03 whloh you saw still alive 9 a m, 

* 0 01 the ura-dg-i v era s tiU lid. n£ . * A * Th « two on the 

8 fes hauler* on the i-^vr c __ . 

n8:Ct t0 1119 ° n the brid ^ *«» a'wo^n^nd ^mtero^iS^ 1 * W3S Standin S 

3 Did Kaufer sav anvthir>~ 4 ,? 

alive •? a J rr "1 rung to oIle nnteroffizi er abmrf- ^ 

- - • - -«er spoke to the untoroffiker ek he S5 ^Lf 111 


v /"hy did he want his rifle ? 




eotually near liira say „ hy h8 wantea y. ? 


A ' !ia P^bably '•anted to shoot the soldier. 


^ I't iio. fc did he sslv ? 


A, Yos* 


A * ^llQOt tllose clocks whri T#--j “il l 

“ ,vho klllai3 «<r wives and children. 


u 


. ./hat aid the unteroffizier do ? . 

8,14 - 1 - «* snowed to’shootltlh”^^ 81 - *** *o keep his rif. 


* 




A. 


o 


unterof fizier shot those 

How long did he do that after ha had refused + 

J1 * Xt waa a raatter of seconds. ^ to - lve hi s rifle to Kaufer ? 

i Can you describe the unteroffizier 9 Wq t, 

* -' l0 was bli} ^ in one eye. ' aG ther8 a *& peculiarity about him ? 

“ aftS U T k » 0W ? rasQho3S and Kaufer fairly wen 9 

sa.v him at the bridge, and I lmow Kau i. 3r fu r'a l^ r ^ a Braaohoas 

J ?Lse"t,v 0 h T *P T i! T PP^ibUity of your bei^ Ilistak9n . ' ‘ 

.- a “> 1 3,11 oa rt»in tliat I would taow then! ldent laying 

j la there any nossih-iii+Yr 

. • ,1’hara is not a possibility 0 ^? n * ln ? “ a3 ? ai; an about them ? 

badly that I did not recogniae°the!u thS “* bl * th ^ looking so 

9 

Q When y°n say *'looking badlv" ^ 

A. They were very pale and thin- "r did'not' ^ V that ? 

^ - oxci not recognise them, 

*- y° u mean tliat thr»v n™» i, > 

the saae people you loiew them as 

Cro.s-examine d by 'lapor ST g_ 


5 rAtau£ U j£ a ta « «* **■ the 



a ? 


1 

w 


■*“ny people were there on the bridge a s .. . 

Aa s e • A. About 30 or n 

'ouse U 9 h ° f l h °*l 1X30 u on the bridge did you say y OU c 

»ny I saw, ^ ^ — —ly a,id ? re^™ 




























y 

V 


Q 


How much could you sac ? Dad you not say you could only sjo then from here 
upwards ? A. Yes, " - 

Is your eyesight very good ? A. Yes. 

* Jk 

You think you could recourse three people among '${) or 40 of whom you could 
see only the heads at a range of 100 metres ? A. Yes. 

ft 

One of whom you have told us you had never seen before you saw him on the 
bridge ? A. Yes, 


1 Have you been consulting your noteb ok during the past two hours ? A.Yes. 

■3 I put it to you that y ur ohange in attitude during the last two hours may 
be due to your having consulted this notebook ? A. No. 

* Y ou not regard it as strange that your memory should have improved so 
suddenly bo fora and after lunch ? A. I did not know. 

j You did not .enow what ? A. I did not know that I declared something else. 

^ I do not understand. Will you explain what you mean ? 

A. I have only declared what I have seen and I oannot declare anytinn else* 

. cannot declare what I have not seen at all, ° ~ 

TH3 L iGAL . lI jidl; If you are asking him about a ohange of attitude aixi you wish 

to pursue that, I su rest it might be plainer to the witness if you brought 

ais attention to such details as in regard to which you think his attitude has 
changed, 


IiAJGR ST (inn t will do that in a moment. (To the witness): What exactly from 

; our roof, 100 yards away, did you see Braschoss doing, this man you had never 

ff en b ® fore A * 1 , onl y saw ri.ots, ajid probably the airmen were defending 

themselves, I could just see a crowd of people milling around there. 


Q 


o 


Q I am not interested in what the crowd was doing but in what Braschoes was 
doing ? A. I saw Braschoss beat the airmen with his stick. 

J How could you see Braschoss clearly among this crowd at all ? 

A. I could not make a mistake with Braschoss because he is lame and needs a 
stiok to walk with. 

3 How could you see he was lams if you could o:ly see hi.s head ? A. Y- - s. 

fimt does not answer my question. How could you see he was lame if you oouia 

only idj his h.-ad ? A.. Because alter the happenings on the bridge X saw 

Brasohoss under the bridge. " " 

* P ut to y° u that you saw Braschoss under the bridge and because you had 
seen him under the bridge you now assume he was also on the bridge ? 
a, I know for certain he was beating those airmen on the bridge. 

1 How do you know 1 or certain ? Did you see him with your own eyes doinw so *> 
A. Yes. 0 

% 

j Dj-d you see him doing anything else on the bridge ? A, No. 

Q dbat did you see Kaufer doing on the bridge ? 

A, Kaufer wanted to take the rifle away from the unieroffiaier _ 

i IIo; what was i^ufer doing on the bridge whan you were sitting on your roof ? 

- not see him from my h ouse. 

1 You say you saw nothing of Kaufer from the roof of your house ? 

A. No., I only heard voices. 
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3 

V 


I 01 ] the bridnre and found a number of men robbing a body was 

^iat body dead ? A. He was not dead because I could sje bells of air 
coming through the blood running from his face, 

r*r*r j “ aM 7 °" sa ° rcuna abnut thj bri<3 a a . either on it or 

unteroffizier titl ““ * ta a ” J " as tlla 

Q rras that tas only unfcejSpff'izi bv you saw 7 Xas, 

J Tho w» s the unteroffizier who Kaufer is said to haw asked for a riae ? 

A. It was the unteroffizier with only one eye. 




He had come 


' rara below thjft bridge on to the bridge, had he ? A. Yes. 






fJ 


Then you made your statement in July, part of which has already be n read to 

S/“ u “i't ttiat you heard Kaufar ask the uatoreffisier for the rifle in 
oraei uo Saioot th© ra©n in tho straa i ? a* y^3« 

I f V {*+ ? ava A 13 ^ siv#n us the exact words that Kaufer said, ire you 
absolutely certain that you heard Kaufer say those very words ? 7 

wouL 8 B oo,» tTa Sd g eS . ba0aUa9 1 “ to tate things 

y° li quite certain that Kaufar was not trying to r^ef ^ 4in -n a ji 

soldi sr in' order to prevent tha soldier atoXi^ tl & TVc 

do you mean you are not quite certain or what ? 

I:i -y opinion Kaufer wanted the rifle to shoot 
stream. 


tl a soldier lying in the 


0 
' -JI 


o 

V 


Ls Xn^ tar Sf ted ta y° ar , “P™ 1 ™; I am only interested in what Kaufar 

^ XT V 0P “ i0n ”’ 30 y ° U »“ t*m* * 

Ile-exaiained by ila.jo r •TA^’T.y.rrp 

x r rsr^ ,*r “**• 

Yes. A. Yes. 


D 




0 


•Wi s £* rzracers- 

You say that before Kaufer asked the unteroffizier for his rifle you had 
spoken to him and warned him. When was that ? ' 6 /OU llad 

his A rifle! h6 airmSn WSrS thr °’ ,m the bridse 1 heard Kaufer asking for 

3 you $fe! 08r thBt " han y °" hBarf ™ ask the rifle 


3 


A 

i 

v 


tS unteroffizier^and ? ther^ ^ '«• «* ^ 
come to a bad end". ’ 110 011 b -cause things wil] 

Was that before or after Kaufer said: ”Shoot those dogs because they have 
Killed our wives , that you warned him? A. It was after. ^ 
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3 


*, r as it because of his saying that that you warned hiri •? 

a. Yes, I warned Kaufer after Kaufer had said; '-shoot down these oeople" and 
so on- x 1 


3 Bid you warn hin because of what Kaufer said ? A. Yes. 

H I UBlL iaiBHRi ¥ban you first saw this scans were you not on your roof ? 
- * 4 Yiwuj I was on cue rooi of **” 


my house. 


3 


,7hen did you come down frcan the roof of your house ? 

Ji * ' liear< * :i y wife calling ne to cerne down and see what was uo on 


a. d then X came down 


s 


the bridge 


^ the English a .men been thrown over the 

A. Yes, 


2 When you came down froa the roof wlrnt did you do * 
airmen lying in ray garden. 


before you left the roof ? 


A. I *ent up to one of the 


Hou was it that the airman cai.B to ba lying in your Barton ■» 

«artarn £,J ' la '' *“ J “ to Hna ® r th# ta ' ia K e and lie oaraa dov/n in a piece ct my 




' You said tiu ; s raornin o that Braschoss and Kaufer were not ill-treating tha 
prisoners; is not that so f A. Probably it will bo a.dstakerfSno 

TUB ISGAL HBMBiiRj Will the shorthand writer read the passage- it is inst 
beiore the mid-day adjournment, ' ° ~ 

(The Shorthand wr iter reads the following (page IS of this 
transcript;: "(ilajor Taylaur): Did you see them (Kaufer aid 
diasohoss) tasa any pai-t in either beating any of the airman 
or tnrowing them over the bridge ? (a) I cannot say for 

;t'~ X you ,f y f or 1 (a) The form of the bridne 

" uwl tnal 1 aoula onl y see things whioh are breast high.") 


T 


■ i 


.TO "1 


•j Joci ;, That is ri aht, What I declared this morning; I could not be 
because there was such a riot. oua not be 


iur a 


e* 

U 


TIB LEGAL :iI3dR: Is your memory quite clear as to what you did see ? A.Ies. 

9 ? la T yow °l dS f y? u not 3 “8 Brasohoss beat the airmen •> 

A. ^_aiii not absolu tely sura because it was such a riot. 

■ 

2 jTou lia\d cold us tli^t tliG untfiroi^fd p iri « \ j, j 

'/here was Braschoss at that t Bus- ’do you know ? S ° & ° f the 1jodie 

to the other side> to the ieft * wh - e ~ 

3 Do you know where Kaufer was when the shot was fired ? A . No. 

1X11 y ^ U repSat ' vhat it was that Kaufer said to the 
to hand him the rifle because he wanted to shoot " th * solditir 

5 ^ArVopini^KaufLTSf--.!^* the " Wd8 wera v ' hioh »«s used by Kaufer? 

V 

j You mean to the best of your reoollaotion, do you 1 A Yes- *. t i > + i> 
my reoollaotion - "Shoot those dogs who have Jn»i 


3 ss-Sis",” wh r rwaTaK r triea tha 

a- j-c was aXx in on^ second* 

1 the ”“** ~ ttar f ! aoonfl i afta 5 that « h ®n th« unteroffiaier fired 

no 3hot^. . A. It was just a attar* of seconds and then the soldier 
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s. 


0 


Q 


took his rifle ana shot at the body in the stream. 

1M Kaufer »>ne away by than or was Kaufer still there * 

‘ -•* S0 ° n “ " ha s ° Uier took >*• and aimed at the body we dispersed 

■/here was Kaufer 7 Was Kaufer still there or was he not 7 
... -aufer also went away and then about ten rounds were tired. 

was it before Christinas or after* j, . 

..oteboek 7 A. Xt was about a fert^S 

heard 7 ^ Ft?? i^wStM^the^ae*™ ?f " h f t yuu " and 

from other people. ' d 1 iso addea things I heard 

'.ras what you wrote in the notebook •*+ +h„ +-.;™ = 

yourself had seen and heard 7 A « % ‘i™ 8 aoooun t of what you 

saw and remembered , lys elf and pertl^ things it ter ^plHolH* 1 

Q ifhat did ^you wi’ite down that i»n c 4 - •> 

A. I put down the address of the unierSfiS^and "wil'te®! ? , 

tenKtrs s r ys r W*SJ-£2tJ 

I also put down the address of larcher^who^as & in^iding^ ^ notebook * 

*“ Ht3SIDH ' tr! D ° yOU Wish to asl " anything arising out of that 7 
MAJOfi TAxLdUR: Ho, ‘ 


n 


ilAJOIi STONE: No 


(The witness withdraws.} 

as iallows ; - 


er by He ,j or TAYLEU1 


A. Yes. 


) Is your name Annemarie Conrad shaus ?, 

^ y ° U lxv& at 600 ^ickenbui^strasse, Essen-West ? 

• ° U are you ? A ’ 1 am going to be 1 7 J I am 16 now. 

: Do you remember the 13 th December 19/4 ? 


A. Yes 


A. Yes. 


A. Yes. 


1 hn you out shopping that morning ? A . Xes. 

9 Jld JOU pas3 the THokanibuxg bridge on your way baok ? 

3 .Vlhat time were you at the bridge ? A . 4bout 10 0 , olook 

' I! leer tel1 thB ° ourt v,hat ** “» « ^e bridge when you got 


there ? 


□ 


^iat was the first tlii. G that attracted your attention 9 

were trying to throw from the bridge! h&Ve been B0m8b *% they 




Q 


A . Yes . 


bid you f o up Close to see what wa 5 happening 7 

; >.nat did you see when you got c'o-e ? a t 

a German soldier too 0 * A * 1 saw three Allied soldiers and 

9 Can you aesorib » tha three Allied soldiers at all 7 A . t „. 

3 W111 y0 “ d ° S °- A - Thare a sergeant with dark hair i there was a 
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taller an with li tJ ht fair hair, and the third was of average height. 


2 Did you notice anything about the sergeant's head ? A. He was wounded a-d list' 
a bandage round his head. 

q Do you new what rank the Gerian soldior was ? A. Unter of filler. 

q What were the civilians doing to the a.rmen, if anything ? 

A. They wore heating them with their sticks. 


Q 


’Till the Accused stand up. (The Accused stand up in the dock.) .Till you 
say whether you oan identify any of those men there as having beaten the 
airmen ? A. I do not recognise any of them. 

q Do you oiow a man named Johann Braschoss ? A. Yes. 

3 Did he beat the airman ? A. Yes, with his stick. 

Do you recognise Johann Braschoss in Court ? A. I do not. 

Q Is t lie re anything particular about Johann Braschoss by which you can identify 
him ? A. Yes, he limps. 

2 YTould you be able to recognise him if you saw him walking ? A. Yes. 

-ruT (j& TAXLTUli: Sir, it is not very satisfactory to identify people when only 
half of them can be seen. I do not .mow whether the witness might see the 
Accused standing out in the well of the Court ? 

THE HlEoIDii.T: Yes. I think the witness had better be ta ten out of Court while 
the Accused are taken from the dock. 

(The witness withdraws, and the Accused are brought 
into the well of the Court.) 

(The witness is again called in.) 

j.IAJCR TAYLiUR: Will you walk up and down this row of men and tell the Court 
you can recognise Johann Braschoss here, 

(The witness walks along in front of the Accused, who are 
standing in line, and indicates the Accused Johann Braschoss.) 

Q Do you know a man named Karl Kaufer ? A. Yes. 

* " ' - ' "- ——---—--—-““-—- - ~ 

Q Was lie on the bridge on that morning ? A. Yes. 

3 Did you see him beat the airmen ? A. Yes. 


j Can you see him in Court now ? (The witness indicates the Accused Karl 
Kaufer.) 

(The witness returns to the witness-box and the Accused are 
taken back to the dock.) 

q Do you know a man named Kircher ? A. Yes. 

Q Was he on the bridge too ? A. Yes. 

Q Was he also concerned in beating the airmen ? A. I do not know for sure* 

} You have told us that Braschoss was beating the airmen. What was he baatirg 
them with ? A. YTith his stick, 

Q Do you now what Kaufer was beating them with ? A. I am not sure about that. 

I Did you notioe anything else that was being used by anyone to beat the airmen 
with ? A. With a pump of a bicyole. 
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Do you know who was using that ? a* Kircher, 


i For how Ions did the beating of the airmen go on on the bridge before anting 
xurther was done ? A. About five minutes. 

Q What was the next thing that happened ? A. Then they threw the Allied 
.aLudier of the average height from the bridge. 

Q On which sue of the bridge, louking from your home, did they throw them over ? 
a. our house,stands in such a position that we see the span of the bridge. 

Y cu^he^i 0 ?? 215 fron l^heiuierstrasse which side of the bridge was it ? 


Q 


T'LSLDIAL IH2JKS: Do you know which vvay the stream flows underneath the bridge ? 

+ * * 1 VlJ • (J * 

Q •'f'i^ 3 ^ lt “ haa f Y aa the j:ulh0iuerstr asse, is that upstream or down¬ 

stream ? a. Downstream. 

• So '* 13 - lrs t airman was then thrown downstream ? a. yes. 

. Did t: * “f* °» that Has throw over actuai-ly land in the 
suicam ( a. If©, on the railway, 

2 Who threw him over ? * A. I could not say for sure. 


5 a! l“do noV^oS! 0 * 10 that y ° U hBW identifi9a 111 Court h»v» any hand in it ? 


o 

V 


rhere d..d you go eater the xirst ainrnan was thrown over ? 
n. i stayeo there. 


2 "fnat happened then ? 
the left-hand side. 


A. Then they threw another soldier down the bridge 

J- 


2 Vfas that the second or tiie third soldier that was thrown ? 
2 i/hic:h one was that ? A. The tall one. 


A* The second 


□ 

’Ll 


A. Xfo. 


Q 


Did he say anything before he was thrown over ? 

tfhat hap gened to the third soldier ? A. He s^id- ._ 

hav e got a Wife art! children", and he pulled a ptoto from h^allet? ’ 1 

52.“* t! “ 0r °' 7d d ° ? A - H * ran t0 the otllar of tl>0 bridge to j*, 

Did he jurip down by himself or was he thrown ? 
up S35£ pS M,™. his bioyole and at t,ie raonant 

’S« d u id y° u 20 efter all ttoee British ai^en tod been thrown over the 
oiioge ? a. I wanted to go home but when T saw that one nf + u« J^T- 
was being undressed under the bridge I stopped. ‘ ‘ " daars 

i; Did you go dawn close to the body ? a. Ho. 

Q How near were you to it ? A. About 30 metres. 

Was your father with von <? t w« *, Atit. 

cn you ■ A. Ho, ray fat ner was under the bridge. 


i 


0 

v 


Q Who was undressing the body ? A. It was Brasohoss. 
2 Anyone else ?, A. I do not isnow the other too men. 
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Q iff as Kaufer there ? A. I do not know for cure. 

g ,Vhat did they do after they h,-.d 'undressed the "body ? A. They throw the 'body 
into the water. 

< DiJ amrona ask your fatter to flo anyth! ,g ? A. They wanted iay father to 

help them, hut my father answered them that he would not do it. 


o 

■a 


0. 




Who asked your fat lie r to help them ? 
could not say who it was. 

Was Kaufer there ? A. According to ty father he was. 


A. :iy father says it was Kaufer; I 


Did you see him yourself ? 
distance. 



, Did you see an unteroffiaier there ? A. Yes. 

3 D id he do anything after the three bodies had been thrown fran the bn age ? 
A. He also went down below the bridge, 

q Did he -o back on the bridge at all ? A. Yes. 

/ere any shots fired at any time ? A. Yes. 


H J A? 

%l 


i /ho fired them ? A. The unterof f imer. 

V/here was he when he fired them ? A. He •‘■ired 
dO’.m below. 


the shots' before he went 


LI 

V 


q Ke was on the bridge when lie fired 
he fired them, 

D Y/ere all three airmen finally thrown into the stream ? 

gros 3 -e:muiQ.ned by Hapor STQAd. 


them? A. He was on the bridge vdien 


A. Yes, 


2 


I want to try and gat emctly what you know about the throwing over of the 
three airmen. Do you know who threw the first airman over the bridge on 
the right-hand side ? A. Ho, I do not. 

> Do you know who threw the second airman over the bridge on the left-hand 
side ? A. Kircher. 

c do you know who threw the third airman over the bridge on the right-hand 
side ? A. Ho, I am not sure. 


Q 


To the best of your knowledge Bra echos s and Kaufer did not throw any of the 
' three airmen over the bridge ? A. I cannot say for sure because it is 

such a long time ago. 

n To the best of your knowledge the answer is "Ho", is it ? A. no. 

q After the three airmen had been thrown ovor ware any of them still alive ? 
A. Yes, tvio. ; i ''t v4iv¥^ | 

q ’,/hich two were those ? A. The two on the right-hand aide, 
r, Do you know how those airmen ultimately cane to die ? A. Yes. 

■) tj v; 9 A. One got a shot in his head, 


3 i 


/ho fired that shot ? A, The unteroifisier 


() And the second ore ? A. A shot m the belly. 
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A. The unteroffiziar. 


Vmo fired that one ? 


.1 Did you see any German soldiers except the unteroffiziar either on or below the 
bridge ? A. I saw a German unteroffiziar of the Anti-Aircraft . 


3 you see any private soldier in the German 


u 


n 


j 


A. Ho. 


Have you seen this man before ? (indicating the Accused Koenen.) A. Ho. 

Tou have told us tint two of the airmen wave shot dead after they had been 
thrown over the bridge ? A. Yes. 


“ ?r you J10W ; low the third one died ? A. Just about the sane ti ,e he was 
tor own over he got a shot through his read. 




So yuu think he was partly killed by being shot in the head and 
being pushed over ? A. Yes. 

i/bo -ired that shot ? A. 1 do not 


partly by 


3 ho pushed him over ? 


n. Hiroher 


‘j Do you laiow Franz Bartung ? A. Yes. 

"> Do you recognise Franz Hartung, or did you recognise hi... when you were 
walking up and down the line of these men ? A. Yes. 

1 Which is he ? A. The third from the left (indieatir*j the Accused Harfeiuig) 
3 Did you see Franz Hartung on the bridge ? A. Ho, 

j Jas he among the people you saw beating the airmen ? A. Ho. 

3 Do you know Hugo Boddenberg ? A. Ho. 

| 

* Re-examined by Major TAYludUH. 

3 At the time the three British airmen were being beaten and thrown over the 

bridge how many c '-vili&ns do you think there were on the bridge altogether ? 
A. About fifty or sixty, ' ° 

•- ^ -®y trying to get at the prisoners or were some of them just 

watching ? A. There were some who vvore just watching. 

: How many of those fifty or sixty do you think were actually attacking the 
prisoners ? A. Seven or eight. 

■ 

3 How many took part in the actual thro van ; of each prisoner over ? 

A. There ware two men who threw the first one over. 

j ,/hat about the third ? A. 'Thera was only one who threw the third man over. 


Q And the second ? 
went away. 


A. I could not say for sura, because at that moment I 


- '* lirG y° ,; a bl.j to see the faces of the people who throw them over ? A,Yes 


2 Tvery one ? 


A. Ho, not :very one 


■u 


J If the seven or eight people who were attacking the airmen were all in 
Court today do you think you oould identify evexy one c£ them ? A. Ho. 

i ei HdGcAXi *•!. AdR; j,o i said that tnex’e were .even or eight Men attacking the 

piii.oners ? A. Yes, about seven oi* eight who were occupied in throwing 

them over the bridge. 












































Q '.That ware the others doing ? A. ./hila the first nan was being thrown 
over the bridge tie others were beating the two other airiaen. 

3 But there were about fifty or sixty civilians on the bridge ? 1, Yes, 

3 So.ie of the]ii spectators ? A. Yes, there were a certain number of 
spectators. 

'3 V/ere some of those people shouting and cheering ? A, Yes, 

) Encouraging those who were throwing then over the bridge and beating them ? 

A, Ho, they cried that they should leave these man alone. 

There were two very distinct parties, were there, those who wanted to kill 

the airmen and those who did not want the airman killed ? A. Yes. 

■ 

In which party did Brasshoss come ? A. To the party who wanted to Kill 
the airmen. 

Q In which party did Kaufer come ? A. I do not know. 

Q You saw iiaufer, you have told us, on the bridge; is that correct ? A.Yes. 

j 7a s he with the party of people that wanted to stop the cri . ; e that had been 
cos omitted ? A. Ho. 

Do you remember rnakin; a statcs.ient before about this crime on the 20th July ? 

A. Yes. 

3 Do you remember saying then that the first airman was thrown over by Brasohoas, 
Kiroher and Kaufer ? A. Yes. 

0 ,/hy then do you say you are not sure who threw the first airman over today ? 

A. I did not know for sure. 

THE KU3SIID H IT: Ilovv far down do you say the stream is from the bridge ? 

A. I could not say. 

j Could you give the Court some idea ? Is it 10 feet, 30 feet or 100 feet ? 

A. A-,,out 10 or 15 metres. 

j You say tliat one airman fell on the railway line; is that correct ? A.Yes. 

3 Is it as far from the bridge to the railway line as it is from the bridge to 
the stream down ? A. Ho. 

q About how far would you say it was down from the bridge to the railway line ? 

A. ibout 5 or 6 metres. 

Q How far away is the stream from the railway line ? A. The railway lire is 
somewhat higher than the stream. 

Q How far is it from the railway line to the stream ? 

A. About 15 metres. 

(The witness withdraws.) 

(At 1615 hours the Court is dosed. 

At 1630 hours the Court re-opens.) 

(The Accused are again brought before the Court. ( 

AGt-Ii^S iIAH'f AUK is called in, and, having been duly sworn, 
is examined by gal or TAiLSUi through the interpreter as follows;- 

Q Is your name A£?iess Hartmann ? A. Yes. 

m 

Q Do you live at 5 llechlenbecksweg, Essen ? A. Yes. 
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3 How old are you ? 


A. T will be 75 in January. 


1 Do you /-c ember the morning of the 13 th December 194A ? A. '/as. 

2 Is your house near a bridge which passes over a stream and a railway ? 
it is very near. 


A. Yes 


j On the morning of the 13 th December did you sea ai^ British airmen being 

tahen towards tiiat bridge ? A. They stood with their lends up on the bridge 


i V.'hu else was 1 1 la ro a pail from the British airmen ? 
under the. brid/te- 


A. On; body was lying 


j Tho else was there on the.bridge apart from the British airmen ? 

A. Many civilians. 

'5 there any German soldiers ? A. No soldiers, only German policemen 

standing near. 


„ .'/ere they ar.od ? 


A. I 1 he policemen 7 


M Ye 


U # 


A, The British airmen were not armed 


a 


a 


B na iiratisn airmen, you say, were standing with their hands in the air, 

had they their hands in the air ? A. Because the soldier who was 
with them toj.d tneiii to put theix 1 lianoa up* 

That su Idlers ware with them ? A. The tall soldier told them to put their 
hands up. 

You hove just told me that timers were not any German soldiers but only 

policemen, ./ere there any German soldiers ? A. There were no soldiers, 
tnera were only C^rni&n policemen. 

,/ho was it who told the British airmen to put their hands up ? 

A. The tall soldier told them to put their hands up, and they both pointed 
their rifles at them. 

J Both who ? A, The soldiers who ware escorting the airmen. 

m 


Q 


Q 


Haw -mny German soldiers ware escorting the ainoen ? A. I only saw two*. 


THd LdG-AL jliSHBiSRi There were in fact two Genian soldiers guarding the airmen; 

is that so ? A. There ware only two of then, and they told the airmen' 

to put their hands up, 

MAJOR TAYLEURi 

1 / ./ere they pointing their rifles at them ? A. Yes, they were pointing their 
rules at them, • Q 


0 

y 


* 

./U-u -were tne civilians doing ? A, One of the civilians tore a wallet out 
oi the hands of one of the airman and he shook it and letters fell out and 
the second airman showed a photograph of his wife and children. 

} Did any of the civilians attack the airmen ? A. Many civilians beat the 
airmen. 

Q Did you notice vwat they used to beat them with ? A. They had rubber 
truncheons. 

- Dld y° u re «ognise any of the people who were beating any of the airmen ? 

*‘ i . I only recognised Hartung. 

2 Do you know Hartung wall by sight ? A. Yes, 

-4 Have you any doubt that it was he who was beating the ainoen ? 
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Q 

* 


n 

V 


A. One of' the other o 
the airman with it. 


ivilians took the truncheon away iron Hartung and he heat 


0 


Before the truncheon was taken away from Hartung did you actually yourself 
sse him hitting the airmen with it ? A. Hartung did not do much, he only 
heat them once or twice and after that the truncheon was taken away by 


somebody else. 


a 


Hill the Accused sta id ux>. (The Accused stand up in the docit.) Gan you see 
Hartung there ? A. The fifth from the right (indicating the Accused Hartung; 


0 Vfhat did he do after the stick was talien away from him. ? 

‘ I# 

A. He went home. 

i Bo you now where he got the stick from in the first place ? 

A. He must have taken it away from somebody else. 

Q Y/hy do you say that ? A. I would not know where else he oould have got it 
because those*civilians were just taking away the truncheons from each other. 

Gould it have bam his own property? A. Mo, because he went noma without 
the truncheon, so it could not have been his. 

q What happened on the bridge after he went home ? 

A. He went away and after about seven minutes f - 


I want to know what happened while he was away. A. Then the ^all soldier 
told the civilians to beat the airmen up and then soldier told them to put tne 
airmen against the parapet and then one of the ai men jumped up on the. 
parapet and fell down, and when he was below the bridge he lay there with 

his head on his arms. 

\/hat happened to the other two airmen ? A. one of the airman jumped down, 
the other was thrown over and tne third tried to escape. Then ^ev^ral 
civilians went down under the bridge. 


q Had all three been thrown down there ? A. only two were tcrown over at first 
and the other one went over the other side of the bridge. 

q ’jas he thrown over ? A. Ye 3, he was thrown over too, out on t.io othei 

side of the bridge. 


Q 

M 


,. r hat were the soldiers who had the rifles doing while these three prisoners 
were being thrown over the bridge ? A. Both soldiers stayed on the bridge 
at first and the snail one just looked on while the tall one aimed his rifle 

at the airmen. 

j ‘.Then Hartung had the stick taken away from him and went nonie did he walk nome 
' or did he run hoioe ? A. He ran home rather quickly. 

o Bid he erne back again to the bridge ? A. Yes, he cane back with a hammer 

w 

in his hand. 

q Tas t hat after the three airmen had been thrown over the bridge ? 

A. Yes, he came back after the airmen were thrown over. 

» » 

Q Bid you see where lie went ? A* He was at the entrance of tne bridge, 
q Did you see whether he went down under the bridge ? A. ho, Hartung did not 


go down 


Gross-examined by Hajor STGXB. 

jjj it right to say that Hartung was not on the bridge when the three airmen 
were thrown over ? A. Ho, Hartung was not there. 
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j /are all the three a '.ruen still alive when Hartung left the bridge ? 

A. They were still standing there with their hands up. 

j i/ere they all conocious ? A. .'/hen Hartung left t le bridge the three of them 
were all conscious. 



0 


0 

■i# 

Q 








Kow hard was Hartung hitting them with his rubber truncheon ? 

A. He only beat then two or three ti aes and then they took his truncheon away 
from him. 

Can you say whefe r he was hitting them - on the head or shoulders or where ? 
V. On their bodies. 


Could you recognise either of the two German soldiers again if 
A, T do not know; one was small, the other was a bit taller. 


you saw hin ? 


Is that the small soldi ,r ? (Indicating the Accused Koenen.) (The Accused 
Koenen and the Aodused Heyer both stand up.) A. Yes, that is him. 

Which of tiieja ? A. The tallest one of the two. (Note: the Accused Heyer 
is taller than the Accused Koenen.} 

The one on the left or the o ; »e on the right ? Would you like to go a little 
closer ? (The witness moves closer to the dock.) 

A. One of them has something wrong with his aye. I do not know either of them. 


Do you know Braschoss ? A. Yes. (indicating the Accused 3raschoss.) 
Did you see Braschoss on the bridge at all ? A. Ho, 

Do you know Kaufer ? A. Yes. (indicating the Accused Kaufer.) 


Did you see Kaufer on the bridge at all ? A. No. There were so many people 
on the bridge; I did not sea Kaufer among t henfT -"— 


How many people approxllately were engaged in beating the airmen ? 
A. There was a large number of them. 


} Five, twenty, thirty, or how many ? A. You could say about twenty. 


g All beating the airmen ? 
at the sa i.i time. 


A. About twenty were beating the airmen but not all 


Q /ill you corns to the dock and see if you recognise this man ? (indicating the 
Accused Boddonberg.) A. No. T lie re were so many there. 

. A JO i TAYliSUR: Ho re-escamination. 


TUG LEGAL MEMBE R: Were some of the people on the bin.dge shouting and encouraging 
the others to attack the aimen ? A. There were a number of peoole, I 
only aiow there were a number of people who said: "It is awful, what they are * 
doing now; they should not do it". Then a very well dressed man oame along the 
bridge on a motorcycle. He stopped the cycle and told the people to stop 
ill-treating prisoners. 


Q Were the people edited ? A. Yes, very. 

1 Is it a high bridge ? Is the stream a long way below the bridge ? 
A. About seven metres. 



From the bridge to the stream ? A. Yes, The soldier was lying here and 
the stream was about seven metres away. 



If you were standing on the bridge looking over the side of the bridge to the 
stream, how far do you say it is from where you are standing to where the 
water is ? A. I have just told you it was seven or eight metres. 
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Q 

o 

Q 


Would you say that the bridge was higher from the stream than this roof is ? 

A. It is about this height. 

How many metres do you say that is ? A. About eight metres. 

How far do you say the railway line is down from the bridge ? 

A, It .would be about the same height. 

(The witness withdraws.) 

m - A FRICKS is called in, and, having been duly sworn, is 
examined by ]lajor TAYLiSflR through the interpreter as follows:- 

A \ i 

Is your name Anna ?riche ? A. Yes. 

Do you live at 11 Y/ienbuschstrasse, Bssen-Yfest 7 A. Yes. 

IIow old are you 7 A. A9* 

Do you remember the loming of the 1.5th December 1944- ? A. Yes. 

Is your house near the bridge that the Mulheimerstrasse runs down over 7 
A. Yes, it is the first house. 

Did you see something that morning from your house which attracted your 
attention ? A. Yes, from my window I saw three Allied a inner with their 

hands up. 

V/ho else was on the bridge 7 A. Yhen I came to the bridge I did not see any 
people I knew. 

y/hat people were there there, whether you knew them or not 7 

A. When I cane to the bridge there were several people there, but I did not 

know them, 

Yfhat happened when you got to the bridge ? A. One of the men beat the 
Allied soldiers* 

Who was guarding the Allied soldiers 7 A. The unteroffiaier and another 
soldier. 

When the one civilian beat tbs airmen what happened next 7 
A. Then they threw them down the bridge, 

,/ho is '’they” ? A. I do not know those people who tlu’ew them down. 

I do not want their* names, but who were they ? /ere they soldiers or were 
they civilians 7 A. They were civilians. 

How many of them were there, roughly 7 

A. At first there were about ten and after that there were about twenty, and 
after triat a lot more came up. 

Were they all attacking the airmen 7 A. Hot all of them. 

How many were attacking or trying to attack the airmen 7 

A. I was very excited so I do not .mow for sure how many, but I think it was 
about four or five men attaching the ainoen, and I was among them. 

Y/hat were they attacking him with 7 A. Sith sticks. 

.That did you do 7 A. As soon as the first civilian beat one of the airmen 
I told him not to do so, 

Yfhat hap aned then 7 A. After that the unteroffiaier came up to toe and 
pushed me away and said: "If you do not stop doing what you are doing now I 
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will have you put against the wall" 


Q Did you at any time recognise any of the people in the crowd ? A. Yes. 


2 The did you recognise ? A. Brosche or Brosches 


Can you see him in Court ? A* Yes, he is here 


Q V/ - ill you point him out ? 
'mew he was there. 


A. What he did I should not he able to tell, hut I 


Q Did you see him there ? A. Yes, he as there. 


Will you point him out now ? (The witness indicates the Accused Bra sc boss. 1 




Anybody else ? A. Kaufer was there too, (indicating tie Accused Kaufer.) 


Do you see anyone ;lse there who you recognise ? 

A. Hartung. (indicating the Accused Hartung.) He was there too, but lie oame 
at the end and everything was finished then. 




■ Apart irora t’nose three do you recognise anyone else ? A. Yes, I would be 
able to recognise the unteroffizier. 


Q But do you recognise any of these seven men other than the three you have 
already pointed out ? A. Ifo, 


1 


I 




Then Hartung ca ie towards the bridge after the airmen had been thrown over 
did you notice if he was carrying anything in his hand ? A. Yes, he had 
something in his hand. ■ ' 


l That was it ? A. It was a haiiviar or some other kind of tool. 


) .7as he coming in a hurry or slowly ? A. He just came walking down slowly 

and stopped beside ie. 


i Do you know whether he had been on the bridge before ? 
A. Before that time he was busy repairing Ms house. 


} lion do you know ? A. I can sea it from the window of ny room. 


i 


But if you were on the bridge yourself amongst the crowd would you !:now whether 
Hartung was in that crowd or not ? A. Ho, hi was not there while I was there. 




Did you see every single person who was on tliat bridge ? 
A. The peopile I know, I saw them. 


El a 

JH 


Croi s-eiamined by T ; a jor SLV i. 3 . 


1 


Did you see Braschoss beat the airmen at all ? A. I was so excited; I saw 
Braschoss among the crowd, but I could not see what he did there. 






Q 


Did you not go down to the bridge with Herr Kaufer and Frau Kaufer ? 
A. Ho, I stayed on the bridge. 


: 




A 




But did you go down t lie re to the bridge with Herr Kaufer and Frau Kaufer from 

your house ? A. Ho , I was not with them together; we were not together; we 
ware not in one warty. 


M 

I’j 


V 


you close to them on the bridge ? 
hem. 


A. Yes, I was in the neighbour! 


I 

f J 


T 4 
;] 


n 

tv 


LJ 


close to Kaufer were you ? A. He was in the midst of the crowd and I 
was standing on the outside of the crowd. 


o 


Did you see anything of what Kaufer did ? A. I did not gee that either. 
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njcause I as so very aioh excited* 


Q Can you remember anything at all of what you saw when you ware on. the "bridge . 
about individuals 7 A. I did not sea anything about persons known to me, 
and I did not know the others* • » • 

: -AJ0R TAYLdUR: No re-examination. 

T id L3GAL : rbSR: You say that Harfcurtg came up slowly and stopped beside you 7 
A. Yes, ha stood beside mo. 

1 Did ho say anything to you ? A. No, he did not say anything at all. 


1 Did you say anything to him 7 A. No; I was crying, I was weeping, and he 
looked at me in a sad way and he did not say anything at all. 

TEE HUS3IDB ft: Do you wish to ask anything arising out of that ? 

IIAJOR TAYLBUR: No, 

MUCH ST <3 IE: No. 

(The witness withdraws.') 

N-TPiZ LQD-3R is called ’in, and, having been duly sworn, 
is examined b j Kao or TAYUEUR through the interpreter 
as follows :- 

Q Is your name Heinz Lober ? , A. Yes, 

i Do you live at 56 * Tiekeriburgstrasse, Essen- Test 7 A. Yes. 

Q How old are you 7 A. 15* 

Q Do you reraenber the 13th Decanber of last year ? A. Yes. 


ij Yfere you on that morning busy repairing the roof of your house 7 A.Yes 
l Is your house near the .Tickenburg bridge 7 A. Yes, 


P 


Did anything attract your attention on the bridge ? A. Yes. 

(That did you see ? 

A. Y:/ (Other drew my attention to the things that were happening. 


1 ’/hat did you see ? A. I saw the* three airmen walking down the road with 
their hands up. 


j Vfho was guarding them 7 
airmen. 


A. There were three German soldiers escorting those 




l Do you know v/hat rank they were ? A. One of them was an unt jroffizier, and 
I did not know what rank the ether two were. 


3 /ere there civilians there as-well ? A. There were some civilians th.ro too 

g 'That happened when the soldiers reached the bridge 7 A. They were put with 
their backs against the parapet and they had to keep their hands up. 

P 

Q 'That did the civilians do then 7 A. They began to beat time Allied soldiers 
with sticks and other things. 


j How many civilians were beating or trying to beat the airmen, roughly 7 
A. I do not know ’or sure, but I think there would be about four or five. 


Q D. d you recognise any of thorn 7 A. Only one. 
) Who was that 7 A. lir, Draschoss. 
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Did you actually sea him beat the ainuen ? A* Yes, with a stick. 

’ Do you now Herr Bra sc boss well ? A. Yes, I know him well because he lives 
- in our neighbourhood. 

} Was lie a member of the Nazi party ? A. As far as I can number I think be 
was a ineriber of it. 

5 Can you see Braschoss in Court now ? A. Yes. 

Q './hioh is lie ? A. The tidrd from the right (indicating the Accused Braschoss) 

j 'fhile the civilians were "beating the airmen what were the Genian escort 
doing ? A. They were just standing there with their rifles. 

1 What were they doing with their rifles ? A. They pointed their rifles at 
them. 

1 How long did the "beating go on ? A. I cannot say for certain, "but it roust 
have been some minutes. 

j VTnat was the ne:-ct thing that happened ? A. Two of than were thrown from the 
bridge from the right-hand side and one from the left-hand side of the bridge. 


Q '/ere the two first ones thrown over on the right -hand 
first were thrown over the right-hand side. 


a ? A. Yes, the two 


] Did the third one try to escape at all ? A, Yes, on the other side, 

j what happened to him ? A. He was also thrown over the bridge, 

+ 

1 Were they all killed by being tiirown over the bridge ? A. I do not know for 
sure, but I do not think so. 

1 fere-any shots fired ? A. Vfhen the third tried to escape I think one shot 
was fired. 

Q Were there any others at any other time ? A. After those first two were 
thrown over and after they had been tiirown into the stream they were shot at 
while they ware in the water. 


3 Who fired the shots ? A* I do not know for sure. 

.) Has it one of the soldiers ? A. It must liave been one of the soldiers 
because they were the only people who Ind rifles. 

3 Can you tell whether it was the unteroffizier or one of the other two ? 
A. X do not know for certain. 

Q Did any of the civilians go down to the bodies under the bridge ? 

A. "While standi.ig near the parapet of the bridge ;ir. Braschoss passed us. 


j /here did he go ? A. He wenb down under the bridge to the left-hand side 
.here the third airman was lying. 

} Did you see anyone touch the bodies ? A. I thin: they robbed the bodies. 


.] Did you see than doing that- ? 
robbed them I do not know. 


A, I saw them robbing the bodies, but who 


Cross-examined by Ifa jor STQIH. 

0 Apart from Herr Braschoss did you recognise any civilians yt u knew on tiie 


bridge V 


A. No, none of the civilians. 
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Q lx you were to see any oiio of th3 tliree German soldiers again would you 
recognise him ? A. Yes, I know the unteroffizier. 

} But neither of the private soldias ? A. No, X do not know them. 

I.IAJCR TAYL ZUR: No re -examination. 

Ii Ji L^GAL u 3I3Ri Bid you actually see these airmen beir^g tiirown over the 
parapet of the bridge ? A. Yes. 

Q Did you see who threw them over ? A. I do not know who threw then over; 

I only recognise Mr. Braschoss beating the airmen. 

» 

“ ^ ov/ . ^ ar a way were you from the airmen when they were thrown over the bridge ? 

A. When the first two airmen were thrown over the bridge I was looking . 
through the window. ° 

3 [hzt about the third airman ? A. I was in the street then on the sane side 
where he was thrown over. 




I' u HL^IDS T: Jhen the third oilman was thrown over how far away were vou in the 

street irom the airman ? A. I oould not say for a oertainty, but about 

20 to 30 metres. ' JJ 


3 But you do not know who ik was there ivhsn he was being thrown over ? How 
many people threw him over ? A. I think there were two. 

■- 

2 Do you know who they were ? A. I do not bow them, I only know one of them 
was a cyclist and came down the bridge on a cycle. 

3 How many threw the first two airmen over ? 

A. I do not know, I did not see them. 

3 wbat do Jon mean, you did not sea them ? You liave told us that you saw them 
being thrown over ? A. I really could not say how many cau^it hold of 
him and threw him over the parapet s " gvgy.^ 

MAJOR STORE: Hay I ask one .question arising out of what you liave asked ? 


THIS PRESIDE]iT: Yes, 


.AJCH STQ.S: Did you see He it Braschoss liave anything whatever to do with 

throwing the airmen over the bridge ? A; Ii 0 , I did not see anythin? at 
all . . “ 

(The witness withdraws.) 

(At 1800 hours the Court is adjourned until 1015 hours 
tomorrow, Wednesday, 19th December, 1945.) 
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